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SUPPLEMENTAL 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. Sections 1 .97 and 1.98, applicants 
and their attorney respectfully request that European Patent Publication No. EP 0437342, a copy 
of which is attached hereto, be made of record in the official United States Patent and Trademark 
Office file relating to the above-identified application. The citation of the foregoing reference should 
not be construed as an admission that it constitutes statutory prior art with respect to the present 
invention. 

European Patent Publication No. EP 0437342 was cited in the European Search 
Report issued in connection with applicants' corresponding European application (i.e., EP 
02079410). With reference to the attached copy of the European Search Report, applicants note 
that U.S. Patent No. 5,045,233 and European Patent Publication No. EP 0323244 have already 
been cited in the Office Action of March 4, 2003. The attached copy of the European Search 
Report provides an indication as to the relevance of the references listed therein. More particularly, 




the European Search Report assigned a category "Y" designation (i.e., a document of particular 
relevance if combined with another document of the same category) to European Pat. Publ. No. 
EP 0323244 and U.S. Patent No. 5,045,233. A category "A" designation (i.e., a document defining 
technological background which is not considered to be of particular relevance) was assigned to 
European Pat. Publ. No. EP 0437342 cited therein. In the foregoing circumstances, no additional 
comments regarding their relevance to the present application are deemed necessary. 

In order to facilitate the Examiner's citation of European Pat. Publ. No. EP 0437342 
listed above, applicants' attorneys have completed USPTO Form PTO-1 449. The completed Form 
is attached hereto for the Examiner's convenience. 

Although this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted 
after mailing of a first Office Action on the merits and before a final Office Action, each item of 
information contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. In the foregoing 
circumstances, it is believed that no fees are due in connection with the submission of this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. However, if any such fees are due, including 
extension and petition fees, the Examiner is hereby authorized to charge them to Deposit Account 
No. 19-1218. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SELITTO, BEHR & KIM 




By: Sanjiv M. Chokshi 
Reg. No. 44,080 

SELITTO, BEHR & KIM 
203 Main Street 
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840 
SMC/eb 
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